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It could be the premise of a new reality television show—a young couple, a house in need 
of renovations, a small budget, no time, but lots of energy. The twist in this plot is that 
both protagonists are architects working in Los Angeles. By day, Chinmaya Misra, a 
graduate of Sci-Arc, works in the offices of the Jerde Partnership, while her husband, 
Apurva Pande, a graduate of the architecture program at UCLA, is employed in the 
offices of Frank Gehry.
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Leaving the shell of the house intact, a more modern facade was 
created. The interior is articulated by walls that have been 
punctured to provide openings and nooks. 

Opaque Sky, installation
Los Angeles, 2002
In a study on orientation, the architects designed a space where 
space was inverted and "tactile ground would replace the optical 
sky". The floor was covered by a reflective, rubbery, and foam 
filled cushion while the space above contained ceiling to waist 
high black foam tubes. Elsewhere, sheets of transparent film 
stretched to enclose photographs dealt with the idea of viewing 
and obfuscation.

Misra and Pande began by 
scouting the L.A. area for 
affordable yet distinct 
neighborhoods for their future 
home. Their search was over 
when they discovered a 
dilapidated 1950s Modern 
house in West Adams. “It was 
in terrible shape, but we 
wanted to keep with the spirit 
of the house. We decided not 
to change the footprint and to 
retain the shell,” says Pande. 
With the prospect of their own 
design-build project, the 
couple agreed to several self-
imposed guidelines. “We knew 
this would be a fully engaging 
project, and we knew we 
would have to do it on our own 
time, as our office jobs are our 
first priority,” explains Misra. 
They also agreed to a strict 
rule—no financial help from 
others. Armed with 10 new 
credit cards, the pair began 
their moonlighting.

To begin the design process, 
the two agreed—given their 
shared enthusiasm for 
experiments in Modernism—to 
eschew ideological 
predilections. “We wanted to 
avoid rigid approaches,” Misra 
explains, “but we had a 
strongly held principle 
regarding the use of physical 
models as a litmus test.” No 
matter how mundane the 
detail, it was worked into one 

the [w]hole house
competition, 2001
For an annual design competition held by Japan Architect, the 
entry required a house design using "data." Instead of the 
classic home which can be an interruption in public space, their 
design was based on three streams of data—the "private sub-
domain", the "articulated terrain", and the "connected cityscape."

In-between Space
competition, 2002
In this proposal for development along a stretch of the LA River 
that runs through downtown LA, the architects conceived a 
varying shell that changed as the distance from the river 
increased. The hybrid urban development included public 
landscape, residential, and live-work uses.

All images courtesy Chinmaya Misra & Apurva Pande.

of the 11 models the couple 
eventually stockpiled in their 
increasingly cramped 
apartment. Pande admits that 
their method of designing as 
they built, as well as their 
reliance on models rather than 
drawings, made the process 
more complex and time-
consuming. But, he says, “If it 
weren’t for the detailed 
models, the contractor would 
not have understood what we 
were trying to achieve.”

The 1,600-square-foot, three-
bedroom residence was 
conceived to be a free-flowing 
space between the interior and outdoors. Within the main living area, the “spine” of the 
house runs from the front to the back door. Incorporating what the pair refer to as “a 
creative interpretation of walls”—surfaces punctuated by openings—and installing 
skylights overhead, Misra and Pande have created the feeling of open space in their 
newly designed interior. 

By Randi Greenberg 
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